Preparing for Key Stage 3 English Tests 2001

Tuesday March 20, 2001

Geoff Barton

Part 1
Introduction to the day

· The structure of the day – plenary / fast groups / thinking & writing time

· Attitudes and approaches to the tests

· Dr Barton’s attitudinal barometer

· How much emphasis to give the tests
Part 2
Examining Paper 1 – The Reading Tasks

· Reacquainting ourselves with the paper

· Mapping it from a student’s perspective

· Identifying essential skills and knowledge

· What do students need to learn … how can we help them … how will they and we know when they have learnt it?

· Looking at Examiners’ feedback – how could we use this with students and teachers?

· Planning next steps: action for the classroom & Department

· Doing something now

Part 3
Examining Paper 1 – The Writing Tasks

· Reacquainting ourselves with the tasks

· Mapping it from a student’s perspective

· How can we teach this? How can students practise it?

· Looking at Examiners’ feedback – how could we use this with students and teachers?

· Planning next steps: action for the classroom & Department

· Doing something now

PTO (
Part 4
Examining Paper 2 – Teaching & Testing Shakespeare

· Reacquainting ourselves with the tasks

· Mapping it from a student’s perspective

· How do we teach the Shakespeare – whole play / scene? Video / cassette? Is the Shakespeare forming a lively part of students’ English experience, or – to quote Terry Furlong (ex-Chair of NATE) is it “arse-achingly boring”?

· How do we translate familiarity with the play into answering a question in an exam? How do we show students the necessary structure and styles? Do we give them models, write collaboratively, TEACH writing?

· Looking at Examiners’ feedback – how could we use this with students and teachers?

· Planning next steps: action for the classroom & Department

· Doing something now

Part 5
 Summary section

· Generating 10 things we could do which would lead to better KS3 test preparation and student outcomes in our Departments

Note:

· Coffee, tea, lunch when all else fails.

· This is an official no-whingeing zone.

Email: geoffbarton@mac.com

www.geoffbarton.co.uk

March 17, 2001
KS3 TESTS

Dr Barton’s Attitudinal Barometer

Use this questionnaire as a barometer of your own attitude to the tests of those of your Departmental team as a whole.


Agree
No view
Disagree

1. KS3 tests have had a negative impact on Year 9 teaching




2. The tests drive a lot of my teaching at KS3 as a whole




3. The tests provide a useful indicator of student performance




4. It is important that teacher assessment is viewed as being at least as important as the test results




5. The skills tested in the tests are essential English skills




6. It is good that Shakespeare is made an essential component




7. The tests can boost students’ motivation




8. The tests can boost students’ confidence




9. KS3 English would be little different without the tests




10. The tests have helped in creating a more collective approach to English teaching in my Department at KS3




11. The tests have improved my teaching




12. If I were David Blunkett I would scrap the tests tomorrow (or at least by the end of the week)




[*Important note:

This questionnaire has no statistical validity whatsoever and is simply a cheap gimmick to get people talking ]

KS3 TESTS

Dr Barton’s Attitudinal Barometer

SCORE SHEET


Agree
No view
Disagree

KS3 tests have had a negative impact on Year 9 teaching
2
1
5

The tests drive a lot of my teaching at KS3 as a whole
2
1
5

The tests provide a useful indicator of student performance
5
1
2

It is important that teacher assessment is viewed as being at least as important as the test results
5
1
2

The skills tested in the tests are essential English skills
5
1
2

It is good that Shakespeare is made an essential component
5
1
2

The tests can boost students’ motivation
5
1
2

The tests can boost students’ confidence
5
1
2

KS3 English would be little different without the tests
2
1
5

The tests have helped in creating a more collective approach to English teaching in my Department at KS3
5
1
2

The tests have improved my teaching
5
1
2

If I were David Blunkett I would scrap the tests tomorrow (or at least by the end of the week)
2
1
5

Dr Barton’s Diagnosis

Score = 12: 

Hmmm .. You seem indifferent to the tests, or bored, or sulking

Score = 24-30
You have a fairly hostile view of the tests. Chill.

Score = 30-45
You can see some benefits in the tests. See a doctor.

Score = 45-60
Perhaps you should become a QCA spin-doctor

CHANGING THE WAY WE DO THINGS

Seeing it from the student’s perspective, what could we do to …

Familiarise them with the format of the papers?

Brief them on the contents of the papers?

Help them understand instructions like compare, plan, comment, contrast, describe

Help them understand concepts like 

· “explore the way the writer uses a beginner’s point of view”

· “comment on the writer’s use of language”

· “explain how the writer builds up suspense”

· “explain how Shakespeare makes the scene dramatic”

Demonstrate appropriate writing styles (eg structure, use of discourse markers, judging an analytical tone, supporting points with quotations)

Ensure consistency of approach across the Departmental team?

Use display / handouts / websites to enable students to look up details for themselves


LOOKING SCHIZOPHRENICALLY AT THE KEY STAGE 3 TEST PAPERS
RANDOM JOTTINGS SHEET


What strikes me as a teacher …
What would strike me as a student …
Ideas / thoughts / things to do … 

Paper 1 - Reading




Paper 1 - Writing




Paper 2 - Shakespeare




‘Some people waste a lot of time and energy attempting difficult challenges, such as flying around the world in a hot-air balloon. Attempts like these are pointless, and benefit nobody.’


Write an article for your local newspaper arguing for or against this statement.

In your article you could:

· explain which challenges you think are most worthwhile or pointless, and why

· say why you think people take part in challenges

· say which challenges, if any, you are interested in, and why

· end by summing up your views for or against the statement

Pupil A

To be truth-full I am for the argument about wasting time and money trying to get around the world in a hot air balloon, when this time and money could be spent on working with medical difficulty or people who are homeless.

But there are some thinks that getting around the world in a balloon could be used for such as world records, entertainment and new transport.

I’d also say that people are taking part in this because they want to do something important and interesting, But on the other hand many people wont do ballooning as its dangerous and exspensive.

I think that I’d be interested in improving things in the world like medicine which I menchined earlyier, Instead of making more problems and things to improve.

To sum up my views I could positively say that I agree with the statement that challenges are a waste of time.


Pupil B

I feel it is very important to face challenges, as without challenges, the world would be a very dull place. I feel that the earlier challenges appear in a person’s life, the better, as there will undoubtedly be challenges in the workplace or in home life, and so I feel that the people who have faced challenges earlier in life get a head start over people who have not.

For many, the challenges start at school, if for example, a single boy is being bullied by every member of the class, it is a challenge to resist the urge to join in. If when your slightly older, some friends start taking drugs or smoking, should you join in or keep well out of it? To an objective viewpoint, the decision might seem an easy one to make, as common sense dictates that both smoking and drugs ruin lives, but, when put in the hot seat, how many would resist the urge to join in.

Many people see giving up smoking a challenge, which it is as the nervous system becomes dependent on the nicotine in the cigarettes. Those who do stop, can look forward to a longer life, a better health and a better standard of living, those who fail, well they can become depressed, and could start experiencing withdrawl symptoms. One of my grandparents recently won her battle against smoking, and quit the habit prooving it can be done, but only if the person has the conviction to do so, which can be gained from other challenges faced in the past. If people suceed at these challenges, their self esteeme and their convictions can be strengthened, as with Roy Castle, who died after a long running battle with cancer, who was not even smoking himself. Another implication of decisions or challenges is the affect it may have on other people, smoking can affect you family and friends, and drugs can get you sent to prison.

I feel that young people should be taught about decision making at an early age to prepare them for later life, and to allow them to experiace what it is like to overcome challenges. This could be done by parents, teachers or peers, or even people who have overcome those challenges themselves.


Write the opening of a story about a major emergency

Pupil A

I looked up and heard a load screech a car was heading straight towards lizzy I screamed to my daughter "run lizzy run" it was to late the car began to brake then there was a thud. I dropped my bags of shopping and thundered towards the red festa lizzy was lying at the front of the car she was still, and there was blood flooding out of her. There was a group of people standing around. The car driver was still at the wheel of the car. I shouted get help, one woman turned around to phone 999 just as the medic came from the shopping centre we had been to had arrived. "Clear the space" he said calmly I was crying a young man who I had never seen in my life was telling me it was ok and that help had arrived." I wasn't listening, my baby girl wasn't doing anything I stud up and opened the door the man had frooze he started saying "sorry Im so sorry" I started hitting him untill a young man pulled me out of the car the ambulance was around I could hear it in the distance "it was going to be alright the medic told me suddenly he claimed she's gone into cardiac arrest.


Pupil B

The High Street of Farnaby was always busy at that time of day, but today it was exceptionaly busy. Drivers were sounding their horns in frustration. Pedestrians were bargeing down the pavements. Every single shop wads jam-packed - especially the flower shop. The reason for all this is that today is the day before Mother's Day. The whole town was out buying last minute gifts.

There was one group in particular. A man of about 35 with two children. A little girl with shining blond hair in bunches and a little boy with floppy blond hair and rosy cheeks. The father held a bag from the card shop. The children were trying to choose suitable flowers for their mother. Tulips and carnations had already been discarded. It was a choice between daffodils and roses.

At the other end of the High Street a car driven by a young man of about 16 screeched around a corner. There were passengers in the car - a boy and a girl, probably about the same age as the driver. The car was a large, powerful, black Range Rover. Other cars on the road had to swerve to avoid being hit. Several cars received minor scratches and dents. The large, powerful, black Range Rover carered down the road - heading straight for the flower shop.

The family choosing flowers seemed blissfully unaware of the impending danger. The father had just picked up a bunch of daffodils and the family were heading into the shop when the Range Rover mounted the curb in front of the flower shop.

The Range Rover crashed through the buckets of flowers sending them flying everywhere. Next the window was smashed. Shards of glass flew into the flower shop. People screamed and tried to move out of the way, some were lucky.

The Range Rover stopped. The youths leapt out and made a run for it. A gentleman in a smart suit dialed 999 on his mobile phone.

At Farnaby General hospital the head consultant of A&E called an emergency briefing.

"Red alert!" she called, "There has been an accident on the High Street. Our principle casualties are; the owner of the shop with multiple glass wounds - Dr Stevens you take care of that. Also we have a family of three, a man of about 35 and a boy and a girl of about 7 to 10 years old. The man was trapped under the wheels, I believe they are still releasing him. The children are unstable with multiple glass wounds - some of which we have reason to worry about.



KEY STAGE 3 TESTS:

STUDENT GUIDANCE SHEET

Here are the facts you need to know about the tests:

When:

Where:

Paper 1:

Paper 2:

Frequently asked questions:

Advice – Paper 1 (reading)

Advice – Paper 1 (writing) 

Advice – Paper 2 (Shakespeare)

What should I do to revise ….?

Where can I get more guidance …?

· [Eg displays / clinics / Q&A sessions / Year 10 student coaching / handouts / level 7+ guides / sample answers, annotated …]







WRITING TO PERSUADE:


2 sample answers





WRITING TO ENTERTAIN:


2 sample answers








